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subjocts Trensrdtting tewspaper Articles negarding Helwand
dver oispute,

3

rec’'d BRL OGO By
fxpr .26 d
450 SSCR.TLAY OF 5T T, O'
CHET V5
Sl Ao iR, g’
I.IFO 3irs
e
DCR I have the ionor Lo transmit a translation of two articles .
Ik appearing in tho JCLLRAL D TuHHAk for .arch 14 and 15, 1Y48, i
ITe entitled “Urought Threatens seistan", giving the account of én !
ALGTY terview with an Iranian ofticer, Colonel safapur, who recently
TAVY returned to lehran after spendins 3% years as soundary Commise
CIA sioner at sabol in Seistan province. Colonel sefapur, it will
be recslled, was one of the membors of the joiat Irano=-ifghen
-"154 Commiesion which visited the telmend brein during the sumner of

1947, !lis neme appears as one of the signatories of the proces
verbal of that comnission which was transmitted to the vVepartment
as enclosure 0. 9 Lo the umbassy's dospatch los 565 of December

9, 1947,

‘This translation, riacde from the local Frenchelanguage paper,
was coupared with an account of the same interview ;iven in the
Persisnelanguage LTUIAAT and is believes to be as nearly sccurate
as possible as regards place nunes and the like. It will be
obscrved that Colonel Safanur expresses in sowewhat forceful
terus the officinl lranian viewpoint that the Afghans are delibe
eratoly holcing back tho waters of the Helmand, trereby bringing
droucht und misfortune to the iuhabitants of Jolstan province
and compellin,: them all eventually to emigrate into ifghanistan.
In this connection he asserts: T

i

"] agsure you that if emigration continues at the
present rate, within a year there will not remain a
living soul in all the territory of Selstan," ;

The interview gives some details regarding the alleged con-
struction of dams snd ¢anals above the point where the lelmsnd
‘enters lran, which were also mentioned by the Governor of Iranien
daluchistan in a conversation with an officer of the umbassy
reported in the iubassy’s despatch Jo. 63 of iarch 3, 1948,
Colonel safapur also reiterates categorically the franian contene
tion that a uistinction is to be made between Band=e~iamal Khan
anc Randar-e-kamal Khan (identified in the French version of the
interview as the gamal Khan dam 2nd the Kamal Khan vort, re=
spectively), it being, of course, the contention of the Iranians

. ' that the
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vespateh ko. 102, Trom imerican wibassy, Tehren, dated . pril 8, 1946..
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that the water of the river should be divided betwsen the two
countries at 3andecepzmal Khan rether than further domatream at .
dondarees{amal. s han,

In this latter connsetion the iwbasgsy has noted the sugpese
tion rmane in Kabul's telegram of .arch 18, 1948 (repested to
Tehran as 2), that the confusion between these two names ray be
due to an incorrect trenslation of clauses 2 and 3 of the Lc.ahon
avard of 1905, .The smbassy iz unable to check this point with
the ori;inal text since tue set of documsnts tranamitted to the
wepertnent witlh: the imbaseyts despatch fio. 565 of Decoiber 9,
1947, constituted the only set obtained from the Iranian Governe
ment, Frow the .sbassy's investirations, however, as well as
Trom discussions of thne mmttor with Lmbassy translators and other
persons fawilisr with the [ersian language, it seeus fairly
certaln that the two naces are, in fact, differant and that
they are so written in the various docunents pertainin: to the
ielnand dispute. The Department shoul:, howsver, be in a position
to settle this yuestion frow an examination of the original
documents, ag well as the officiel .nylish text mentioned in the
Kabul Legation's telerram which, likewise, ie not available to
tue isbassy.

The Department may wish to note that it would be & fairly
. slirle matter to confuse the words "Band" and "Bandar® ag
written in fersisn _ Jeeewdn and 4w , rospectively. .
(The enclitic "e" which is usually written after both words in
snglish is not actually written in the I’ersia.n.)

The umbassy will be interosted to learmm the results of the
Jsepartaent!s researches on this point. 7The other place~nsmes
mentioned by Colonel oafapur will nostly be found on the official .
Iranien Covernment map enclosecd with the mhassy's despatch ivo.
565 or the rou h sketch wap enclosed with the _mbassy's despatch
Koe 493 of ueptemben 18, 1947, as vell as that appended o \.IR
repcrt Mos 4509 re"wa.red in the Cepartment.

In faimess to the Afghan position, it. st be conceded,
with respect to the point which Colonel safapur vas apparently
trying to mwake toward the end of the interview, when he states
that if the water uere <ivided at Dandar-ee-Kamul than (as desired
by the . fL7hans} rether then at 3and=-e=jemal “han (as desired by
the Lreniens), Iran would lose the water of (alehwe=Fath, Chahar
Jorjah, kholmak and Rudbar, that his reasoning does not appear
wholly correct. (ne :idght assume from his gtatement that the
four points in guestion lie between Handar-ewjanal Khan and
BandeeeKamal Khon, vut an exasdnation of the maps shows that this
is true in the case of only three of the localities, .alech=e~-rath
beiny downstrean from dandaree-ismal Khan, In any event, howe
ever, the basic contention of the lranians that lran will benofit
frou the water®s being divided further upstream is not to be
affected by this slirht discrepancy.

The .mbassy has noted with interest the references in
Kabul's teleiram of :arch 18, 1948, and london's telesram of
iarch 22, 1948 (1172 to the Uepertment, revpeated to Tehran as -
25), that the discussions now going on in iwashington between
lranian and Afgban representatives rdght be facilitated by an |
exarination of the iclahon report, which is d escribed as come
prising 1,000 pages in five volumes. 4a rerards parapgraph two

of london's
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- sl o A3
of london's teleirom under reforence, the Imbassy avrees thet it is
doubtful that ihe lranisn Jovernsent has a copy of this report.
1t is believed that the docunent which the Dritizh Yorelm Office
apparently believes to have been ahown by the Iranian jovernment

! to this Imbassy :mst be the lclahon award enclosed with the aubesey'a
despatch Ko. 565, not the vchiahon report. ,

is regards the possibility of referring the matter to the
. United Nations (para;raph 8 of London's telegram) Lhe reference
is probably to the Iraniun decision of last sumuer to do so, which
was reported in the .massy's telegram 912 of September 23, 1947,
but w hieh later proved abortive, ‘ ‘

The smbassy Gas received the iepartment's confidential in-
struotion Mo. 17 of iarch 16, 1948, enclosing & copy of the
memorsndum concerning the formetion of a technical conmission
to study the Helmend question, which wes recently handed to
Tranizn end »fshan repyesentatives in ‘iashington. This proposal
appesrs to the .mbassy to have ¢onsiderable merit, and it is to
be honed that tho two. rovernments will ayree to the formation -
of such & body.’ ,

| The Lmbassy, which has just learned that recent rains which
bave taken plece in the Helmend basin have brought a very consid~
erable quantity of water to Iranisn selstan, is seeking further
information 8s to whether this 1s a temporary coadition’ or whether
there is any likelihood of & serious improvement in the desperate

situation in that arca as described by Colonel Lafapur in his

interview,
 Kespectfully yours,
For the Ambassador:
Oven i.. «ilson
first secretary of swbass
snclosure: ° i 4

Tranelation of iewspepor srticles.

{le o. 800
Liillsonsvem

Yo scpartwent in original and hectographe \
SEURE

Copies to: Iondon
. Kabul
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anclosnra to lesontel Bo, 108,
doted April &, 1948, from

 American smbassy, fehran.

Transletion from JOUis:L Du 'LuHiAl, .Arch 14 wnd 15, 1948,
J“’.QULA:'I’ TORLATING SuISTAN

Colonel szfapur, who for three and one~half years hos been
toundary Commissioner in ueistan, hes just returmed to Tehmn and
has granted us an interviow,

Asked whether Jeistan has suffercd pruatly &s a result of
lack of water, Colonel Zafapur said: :

"This year has been onc of the wost unhappy thst the 1nﬂabitv~
ants of celsten have ever gone through,

#It is lmpossible to describe tre anxiety and the misfortune
of tiks province. ind to understand them it would be necessary to
70 to .eistan and observe the situation on the spot. »

"‘rora the lst of i‘hordad®* in the villages and {rom the 17th
of .oread™ in the town, water nas completely lacking. Until the
17th of i.ban®## the population made use of well water. However,

" the wells cannot be utilized more than three or four days in suc-
cession, for after a too steady use of the water it changes in
taste,

It goes 'without seying that the arricultural situation,
Ziven tue ack of water, has been most oritical., As an indication
of this 1 4111 add that this year only two-fifths of the land
was cultivited.

W 'he ‘nhabitants of seistan now find themselves obliged to
enigrete i sfghanistan after selling their land and property to

. the biz laniowners at roduced pricee.

n1f tig state of things continues, that is to say, 1f emi~
gration to itghanistan is not checked, the big landowners themsoclves
will be unable 1o put thelr vest dowmaine to use. 1 assure you
that if emlzmwtion continues at the present rate, within a year
there will net remain o living soul in all the territory of seistan.

»;;oreovel,. the ;reat Hamoun leke, one of the most famous in
Iran, with & laagth of 120 kilometers and a width of 18 kilometers,
is nearly dry tudey ond sppears as a vast dry plain over vwhich we
passed on cameltaci.®

THew 60 the sf{gans utilize the wator of the Helmand?"
' Colonel

* ey 22 |
= pupust 8
#4% Lovember 8

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/11/16 : CIA-RDP08C01297ROOO1001%30017-1




Ay i
‘ -

* Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/11/16 : CIA-Bﬁ[_)_I?pSCO1297ROOO100130017-1 B

O o o R
- deted Sprdl £ 194%, fiom
american “mbassy, Tehran.

o

Colonel safapur replied:

“The sfghens have constructed dems on the other side of thé
river ot rore than 40 points, to divert the water of tho lelmsnd
into itheir territory., (ne of the sost important asws is that of
Jaraj, bullt under the ruign of Amir Amsnollah Khon nmore than
thirty years a-o. & lerge canal, into vhich the water of the
Helrond flows, irrijates vast stretches of land in afghanistan.
The greatest part of {he drought in Zabol is dus to the existence
of these dems which begin on tho other bank of the river at a
point opposite the town of Girdshk and whioh extend to the Irano-
ifeban border. The .ot important of these vams have been built
at valeh-e~Fath, Chahar torjak and Khajeh=all. The ifrhans are
enmaeed in constructing 2 dam bigwer than all the others. It is -
called Doghre zn¢ if the Afghans ever put it into use I can aftirm
that we will have to give up, once and for all, not only Zabol but
even all of Jelstan. The height and extont of this dam sre such
that it would abaolutely provent the flow of the water of the
Helmsnd into Iran. This latter dam with a canal of the same name
is located 40 leagsues from the lranian border south of Girishk.

It is posuible thet it will be put into operation in two yearst
time, The Afghrns will not only use this dam for a: riculture and
for the developuent of their economy but at the samo time they
vill nave the advantage of the immigration of Iranisns into the
territory as the result of the drought.

- “The eventual emigrants con bhe estimeted at nearly 250,000
persons, 80 that it can be seen that Afghanistan will have its
population increased by several hundreds of thousande of inhabit-
ants 1f the dam of 3oghra is completed and put into use.®

! mtre the Iranian authorities aware of this situation; have they
received renorts on this subject?" our reporter ssked Colonel
safapur, who replioed:

vaver since uy errival ot zabol in 1323% I have been sending
detailed rvyorts to ‘iehran on the dilferent nroblems rolative to
the srovince of Seiastan and particulerly concerning the lelmand.
I do not know whether ihe Iranisn authoritice have acted upon my
reports but on returning to Tehran I conferred with an official
of the lidnistry of Foreigm Af{airs on this subject and mentioned
Suistan, end he gssurcd we thet the problem was not as sorious as
I thought., lie actually told ne that the digging of the Boghra
canal could in no vay diminish the volure of water of the Helmand,
whereas 1 personally know that the inhabitants of Zabol think
exactly the opposite,”

t:ere you charged by the jovermment to inquire into the
Helmand problem during your stay in Zabol?"

To tiids question Colonel safapur replied:
"(n two occasions I was instructed to proceed to if:zhanistan
to atudy

% 1944=45.
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to stucy the situetion on the spot. Cnce was in 1325% to see the
dams built by the ifghuns on the other bank of the river. Unfore
tunately I was prevented by the Afshan authorities from passing
beyond (nleh~c~Fath, However, in the course of this mission I

~ managed just the same to visit some dams of loss importance., 1y
second i"lssion was entrusted to me in the course of the present
year.t I was instructed to proceed with a delegation including
represontatives of Iran and Afzhanistan to the famal Xhan dsm (3andee~
Kamal Khan) and in accordance with inetructions from Tehran to
divide the lielmand water in half, at Band-oeKawmal fhan, which is
situated between Zabol in Iran and Chakhangur in Afghanistan., But
unfortunately this time again the Afghens barred my passage and
prevented me from accomplishing my mission. I gained the impression
that the Afghans wishoed to make it absolutely impossible for me to

. vigsit Bandeesfamgl Khan as they did not wish the water to be divided

, on the basis of the instructions of the Iranian authorities,

nIn order to be more precise 1 will add that the dam of Kamal
Khan and the port of the same name are different places and that
} the lranlan Governuent wished to carry out the division of the
‘ water at the Kamal Khan damjtt* whereas the Afghan authorities
desired to carry it out at the Kemsl Kban port,mHHut

| In reply to the question whether the iemal Khan dam®# and

| the Kewel fhan portitst were differed especially from each other,
} Colonel Safapur replied: "Completely. The famal Khan portik

‘ is closer to the Iranian frontier than the d ame.

| nIf the division of the water takes place at the Kemal ihan

port it the water of (alehweetath, Chahar ijorjak, Khalmek end

iudbar will be lost to Iren.  If, on the other hznd, the division

takes pluce at the Kamsl Khen dam,##% that cannot fall to benefit

the entire territory of Selstan.! ’ /

w,hen the i fyhans prevented you from proceeding to the Kamal
han dam,¥t did you take the necessary measures?"

: mye imrediately lodged a protest with the afghan authorities,
pointing out to them that if the diguing of the canals did not
damage the interest of Iran, there was no reason why they should
prevent us from procesding to our objective. Jubsequently, after
two days of negotiations and argument, a clesr aud concise proces~
verbal was drawn up and signed by the two delegations,

"The proces-verbal points out that the ifghans prevented
{he lranian delegation from proceeding to the Kamal Khen dam,##
moreover the proces-verbal was attuched to & detalled report
addressed to Tenren, 3ut it seews to me that the government has
not naid any attention either to the nroces-verbal or to the
. report which accompanied it."

i

* 1946=47 4 Sandwe~Kamal Khan
#%  1,8., The iranian year i Sandar-e-Kamel Khan
. rerch 21, 1947 to larch 20,
1948,

Translated by: i&\ilson:rlt/vem
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